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Hog  production  and  slaughter  have 
trended  slowly  upward,  following  a 
sharp  reduction  in  the  1960  spring 
pig  cropc  Slaughter  in  1962  will  be 
only  slightly  larger  than  last  year, 
as  the  gain  in  last  fall's  crop  will 
be  nearly  offset  by  a  2  percent 
smaller  crop  this  spring. 

Production  probably  will  increase 
slightly  in  1963,  but  sizable  gains 
in  slaughter  are  not  expected.  -Rro- 
ducers  planned  June  1  for  2  percent 
more  fall-crop  farrowings.  Hog 
slaughter  will  be  below  year- earlier 
levels  this  fall,  but  by  next  spring 
is  expected  to  pull  ahead  of  a  year 
earlier. 
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Domestic  meat  production  exceeded  year -earlier  levels  during  most  of 
the  first  half  of  this  year.    The  rise  was  due  to  increased  beef  and  pork 
production.    Vea,l_,  lamb,  and  mutton  production  were  down  compared  with  the 
first  half  of  I961.     Imports  of  meat  the  first  half  of  this  year  increased 
sufficiently  to  provide  1  pound  more  meat  per  person  for  the  year  as  a  whole 
than  in  15^61. 

Meat  production  the  last  half  of  this  year  also  likely  will  exceed  the 
July-December  output  of  I961.    The  increase  in  meat  production  ^vlll  be  due  to 
increased  supplies  of  beef  and  veal.    Pork,  lamb,  and  mutton  production  will 
be  below  the  196I  level  for  the  last  half  of  the  year. 

The  outlook  at  the  beginning  of  bhis  year  was  for  an  increase  in  the 
T.otal  meat  supply  about  equal  to  the  population  increase,  with  per  capita  con- 
sumption slighuly  below  the  161.I  pounds  used  last  year.    However,  with  the 
increase  in  imports  the  first  half  of  this  year,  per  capita  consumption  of  meat 
for  the  year  a.s  a  whole,  probably  will  exceed  last  year  slightly. 

In  mid-I4ay,  hog  slaughter  started  its  seasonal  decrease  to  a  midsummer 
low.    Prices  edged  up  in  early  June,  and  as  pork  output  declined,  moved  up  more 
rapidly  the  lasc  half  of  June.     Slaughter  barrows  and  gilts  are  expected  to 
increase  in  price --probably  to  an  early-August  peak- -and  for  the  summer  months 
likely  will  average  about  the  same  as  a  ^^near  ago. 

Prices  of  slaughter  steers  and  heifers  likely  will  continue 
weaken  through  the  summer,  in  contrast  to  ..he  price  recovery  achieved  in 
August  la.st  year.     The  general  tendency  this  year  will  be  for  prices  to 
decline  -co  a  fall  low,  with  prices  in  lace  Sepceniber  and  October  below  those 
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of  the  comparable  period  last  year.     Slaughter  cow  prices  continued  strong 
the  first  half  of  this  year^  reflecting  a  lov  level  of  covr  slaughter.     As  we 
move  into  the  late -summer  and  fall  herd-culling  season^,  cow  prices  probably 
will  weaken.     The  extent  of  the  price  drop  vrLll  depend  mainly  on  the  amount 
of  increase  in  culling. 

Lamb  prices  rose  sharply  this  spring,  as  the  market  moved  into  full- 
scale  featuring  of  spring  lambs.     This  recovery  brought  lamb  prices  to  a  level 
$^4-. 00-5 -00  above  a  year  earlier.     Slaughter  lamb  prices  are  expected  to  drop 
seasonally  during  the  summer  and  fall  but  to  maintain  a  significant  margin 
over  1961  prices . 

REVIE\'J  MD  OUTLOOK 
HOGS 

Spring  Pig  Crop 
Do-^vn  2  Percent 

Farmers  saved      .G  million  pigs  this  spring,  2  percent  less  than  last 
spring  and  a  somewhat  smaller  crop  than  was  indicated  by  intention  reports. 
Although  larger  than  2  years  ago,  the  crop  was  7  percent  below  the  average 
for  the  last  10  years  (table  l). 

The  smaller  spring  pig  crop  was  attributed  primarily  to  fewer  pigs 
saved  per  litter  than  last  spring;  producers  kept  nearly  the  same  number  of 
sows  to  farrow  spring  pigs.     The  average  of  7 -08  pigs  saved  per  litter  this 
spring  was  less  than  last  year's  record  7 -18  pigs •     Despite  winter  losses  due 
to  disease  and  unfavorable  weather,  this  spring's  average  litter  size  was 
exceeded  only  in  1957  and  I961. 

Most  of  the  decrease  in  this  spring's  crop  occurred  in  the  North.  The 
crop  was  only  slightly  less  than  last  year  in  the  South  Central  region,  but 
showed  increases  of  1  percent  in  the  South  Atlantic  region  and  7  percent  in 
the  West.    More  sows  farrowed  spring  pigs  in  the  West  than  a  year  earlier, 
but  there  were  about  as  many  or  fewer  spring  litters  than  last  year  in  all 
other  regions.     Three  regions  reported  more  pigs  saved  per  litter  this  spring, 
but  significant  declines  in  the  heavy -producing  North  Central  region  caused 
a  lower  average  for  the  U.  S. 

The  distribution  of  spring  farrovrings  by  months  this  year  ivras  about  the 
same  as  last  year,  except  for  declines  in  December,  April,  and  May  that  about 
offset  slight  gains  in  January,  February,  and  March  (table  2).     Thus,  the  trend 
toward  earlier  farrowings  has  not  been  as  pronounced  during  the  past  3  years 
as  during  previous  years.     In  1951-^0,  29.8  percent  of  the  spring  sows  farrowed 
in  the  first  half  of  the  season  ( Dec ember -February ) .     In  19^0,  37-0  percent  of 
the  spring  litters  were  born  in  Dec ember -February;  in  I961,  36. 0  percent,  and 
in  1962,  36.8  percent. 
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Table    1 — Ilijuber  of  sovs  farrowing,  pigs  saved  ana  pigs  saved  per  litter, 
spring  and  fall  pig  crops,  by  regions,  I958  to  date 


SPRING  PIG  CROP 


.  Korth 
Atlantic 

North  Central 

South 
Atlantic 

South  '. 
Central 

!  United 
States 

Year 

East 

:  West 

Western 

1,000  head 

1,000  head 

1,000  head 

1,000  head 

1,000  head 

1,000  head 

1,000  head 

Sows  farrowing: 
1955 
1959 
i960 
1961 
1962  1/ 

106 
110 
110 
102 
98 

2,180 
2,335 
2,095 
2,11+6 
2,11+8 

3,537 
3,881 
3,174 
3,427 
3,410 

597 
659 
549 
512 
512 

713 
843 
722 
701 
689 

148 
168 
140 
l4l 
152 

7,281 
7,996 
6,790 
7,029 
7,009 

Pigs  saved: 
1958 
1959 

i960 
1961 
1962  1/ 

732 
76i+ 
757 
698 
663 

15,^09 
16,593 
114.^61+0 
15,1+51 
15,170 

25,398 
27,759 
22  4oi 
24^876 
24,254 

3,985 
4,554 
3,742 
3,576 
3,628 

4,800 
5,783 
4,787 
4,829 
4,807 

1,030 
1,167 
955 
1,011 

1,080 

51,354 
56,620 
47,282 
50,441 
49,622 

Pigs  saved  per 
litter: 

1958 
1959 
i960 
1961 
1962  1/ 

Nujnber 

6.85 
6.92 
6.86 
6.86 
6.98 

Number 

7.07 
7.11 
7.00 
7.20 
7.06 

Number 

7.18 
,7.15 
7.06 
7.26 
7.11 

Number 

6.68 
6.91 
6.82 
6.98 
7.08 

Number 

6.73 
6.86 
6.63 
6.89 
6.98 

N^jmber 

6.95 
6.94 
6.82 
7.12 
7.11 

Number 

7.05 
7.08 
6.96 
7.18 
7.08 

FALL  PIG  CROP 

1,000  head 

1,000  head 

1,000  head 

1,000  head 

1,000  head 

1,000  head 

1,000  head 

Sows  farrowing: 
1958 
1959 
i960 
1961 
1962  2/ 

98 
103 
9h 
87 
86 

1,957 
2,028 
1,9^5 
2,00l+ 
2,058 

2,493 
2,553 
2,499 
2,589 
2,668 

512 
530 
474 
466 
465 

693 
768 
704 
687 
666 

13^ 
146 

139 
134 
13^ 

5,887 

6,128 
5,855 
5,967 
6,077 

Pigs  saved: 
1958 
1959 
i960 
1961 
1962 

679 
715 
61+8 
606 

ll+,206 

li+,306 
13,851^- 
1^,533 

17,971 
17,845 
17,482 
18,510 

3,554 
3,649 
3,286 
3,290 

4,834 
5,245 
4,857 
4,818 

935 
1,015 
978 
944 

42,179 
42,775 
41,105 
42,701 
2/43,000 

Pigs  saved  per 
litter: 
1958 
1959 
i960 
1961 
1962 

Number 

6.90 
6.90 
6.86 
6.97 

Nijjnber 

7.26 
7.05 
7.12 
7.25 

Number 

7.21 
6.99 
7.00 
7.15 

Number 

6.95 
6.89 
6.94 
7.05 

Number 

6.98 
6.83 
6.90 
7.01 

Number 

7.00 
7.02 
7.03 
7.07 

Number 

7.17 
6.98 
7.02 
7.16 

2/7.10 

1/  Preliminary. 

2/  Number  indicated  to  farrow  from  intentions  as  of  June  1,  I962.  Average  number  of  pigs  per  litter 
with  allovTance  for  trend  used  to  calculate  indicated  number  of  pigs  saved. 
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Table   2  .--Number  of  sows  farrowing  and  percentage  distribution 
by  months,  spring  season,  United  States,  1958  to  date 


Year 

.  Dec. 

:    Jan.  : 

Feb. 

Mar. 

:  Apr. 

:  May 

Total 

:  1,000 
head 

1,000 
head 

1,000 
head 

1,000 
head 

1,000 
head 

1,000 
head 

1,000 
head 

1958 

1959 
i960 
1961 
1962 

410 
539 
495 
506 
491 

790 
985 
761 
776 
825 

1,480 
1,529 
1,255 
1,247 
1,266 

1,869 
2,048 
1,710 
1,707 
1,745 

1,706 

1,853 
1,606 
1,746 
1,652 

1,026 
1,042 

963 
1,04t 
1,030 

7,281 
7,996 
6,790 
7,029 
7,009 

Percent? 

ige  distribution  of  spring  farrowings 

Percent 

Percent 

Percent 

Percent 

Percent 

Percent 

Percent 

1958 

1959  : 

i960 

1961 

1962  : 

5.6 
6.8 

7.3 
7.2 
7.0 

10.9 
12.3 
11.2 
11.0 
11.8 

20.3 
19.1 
18.5 
17.8 
18.0 

25.7 
25.6 
25.2 
24.3 
24.9 

23.4 
23.2 
23.6 
24.8 
23.6 

14.1 
13.0 
14.2 
14.9 
14.7 

100.0 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 

This  shift  toward  earlier  farrovangs  and  the  groi.ang  importance  of  fall 
farrovrLngs  have  smoothed  out  the  high  and  low  points  in  hog  slaughter.     Table  3 
shows  the  percentage  of  the  annual  crop  occurring  in  each  quarter  of  the  year. 

T\'TO  Percent  More  Fall 
Farrovrings  Planned 

About  June  1,  producers  were  planning  to  have  6^077,000  sows  farrow  fall 
pigs,  2  percent  more  than  last  fall.     This  is  well  above  average  for  the  fall 
crop  and  higher  than  in  any  peacetime  year  except  1959-     All  of  the  expected 
increase  in  the  number  of  sows  to  farrow  this  fall  is  accounted  for  in  the 
Corn  Belt  (table  l). 

Producers  in  the  10  Corn  Belt  States  who  report  quarterly  plan  to  have 
4  percent  more  summer  litters  (June -August )  and  2  percent  more  September- 
November  f arrox-angs .     These  intentions  indicate  that  the  trends  tox-zard 
concentration  of  hog  production  in  the  Corn  Belt  and  more  uniform  farrox-rlngs 
by  months  are  being  continued  in  I962. 
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Table  3 . --Distribution  of  farro^-rings  by  q.uarters^ 
selected  regions,  I96O-62 


.              Percentage  of  farrov^ings  occurring  in: 

Year  and  region 

:  December- : 
•February  : 

March-  : 
May  : 

Jime- 

August 

: Sept ember - 
:  November 

:  Spring  : 
:  crop  : 

Fall 
crop 

Percent 

Percent 

Percent 

Percent 

Percent 

Percent 

i960 

■    10  States  1/ 
38  States 
United  States 

18.0 
25.5 
19.9 

36.2 
26.7 
33.8 

23.7 
25.2 
24.1 

22.1 
22.6 
22.2 

54.2 
52.2 
53.7 

45.6 
47.8 
46.3 

ishSi 

10  States  1/ 
38  States 
United  States 

17.8 
24.6 
19.5 

37.0 
27.1 
34.6 

23.3 
25.9 
23.9 

21.9 
22.4 
22.0 

54.8 
51.7 
54.1 

45.2 
48.3 
45.9 

1962  2/ 

10  Stages  1/ 
38  States 
United  States 

18.3 
24.6 
19.8 

35.8 
27.3 
33.8 

23.8 

22.1 

54.1 

51.9 
53.6 

45.9 
48.1 
46.4 

1/  10  states  that  report  quarterly:     Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Wisconsin 
Minnesota,  Iowa,  Missouri,  South  Dakota,  Nebraska,  and  Kansas. 
2/  Computed  from  June  1  intentions  from  fall  litters. 


If  these  intentions  are  carried  out  and  the  number  of  pigs  saved  per 
litter  this  fall  equals  the  average,  ^\ath  an  allowance  for  trend,  the  I962 
fall  pig  crop  will  total  about  43.0  million  head.    This  would  be  about  1  per- 
cent above  I96I  and  the  largest  fall  crop  since  1943* 

A  spring  crop  of  49.6  million  pigs  plus  a  fall  crop  of  43.0  million 
totals  a  pig  crop  of  about  92.6  million  in  I962.    Such  a  crop  would  be  a 
little  below  last  year  and  the  second  smallest  since  1959'    Therefore,  re- 
appears that  hog  raisers  are  using  caution  in  an  effort  to  avoid  overproduction 
such  as  led  to  the  severe  price  declines  in  1955  and  1959'    Even  so,  hog 
prices  were  below  a  year  earlier  from  October  to  May  and  in  May  v/ere  the 
lowest,  relative  to  com  prices,  in  2  years. 
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Table    k» — Hogs  and  corn:    Prices  received  by  farmers  and 
hog-com  price  ratio,  United  States,  by  months,  I960  to  date 


Hogs, 

per  100 

lb.  : 

Com, 

per  bu 

Hog-corn  price 

ratio 

Montn 

:  lyOd  : 

190 1  : 

1900  : 

190  d  : 

1901  : 

1900  : 

I90O 

Dol. 

Dol. 

Dol. 

Dol. 

Dol. 

Dol. 

January 

16.50 

16.70 

12.10 

.951 

.961 

.9T9 

IT.^ 

1T^3 

12.^ 

February 

16.30 

17.60 

13 .00 

.956 

1.00 

•  995 

IT.l 

IT. 6 

13.1 

March 

16.00 

17 .10 

15 .00 

.9^C) 

1.01 

.999 

16.5 

16.9 

15.0 

April 

:  15.^0 

16.  oO 

15.50 

.900 

.965 

1.05 

-11-  /' 

15.6 

n  r-7  1 

IT.^ 

T  i.  0 
1^1-. 0 

May 

15.30 

16,10 

l5.i^-0 

1.03 

1.02 

l.OT 

li4-.9 

15.8 

14. 

June 

16.10 

15.80 

16.00 

1.03 

1.03 

1.08 

15.6 

15.3 

14.8 

July 

16.60 

16.60 

1.05 

1.09 

15.8 

15.2 

August 

IT.  30 

16.30 

l.Oi^- 

l.OT 

lb  .0 

15.2 

September 

IT.  50 

15.  TO 

1.0k 

1.06 

16.8 

li|..8 

October 

iD.bO 

lb  .70 

1.02 

•991 

16.3 

lb  .9 

November 

15.  TO 

16.60 

.938 

.866 

16.7 

19.2 

December 

16.10 

16.50 

.9^T 

.911 

17.0 

18.1 

Average  l/ 

16.  TO 

15.^0 

1.00 

1.01 

16.6 

15.3 

1/  Simple  average 
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Monthly  average  prices  received  by  farmers  luring  the  last  10  years  for 
corn  and  hogs  are  sho^m  in  the  chart  on  page  8.    Weigjited  average  hog  prices 
were  ^'l^oO  per  100  pounds  in  I960  and  ;hl6.6o  in  I961.     Corn  prices  averaged 
nearly  the  SDjne  in  I96I  as  in  I960.     Thus  far  this  year,  both  corn  and  hog 
prices  have  averaged  lower  than  a  year  before,  irLth  hogs  shovrlng  the  greater 
disparity  from  year-earlier  prices.     As  a  result,  the  hog-corn  price  ratio 
declined  this  year  from  I7.4  in  January  to  lh.9  in  May  and  then' rose  to  I5.6 
in  June  as  hog  prices  rose  shajrply. 

Seasonal  Price  Rise 
Underway 

This  June's  rise  in  hog  prices  carried  them  above  year-earlier  levels 
at  most  markets  for  the  first  time  in  I962.     During  the  week  ended  June  30, 
barrow  and  gilt  prices  at  8  Midwest  markets  averaged  $17.85  per  100  pounds, 
$0A8  above  a  year  earlier.     Some  further  price  increase  seems  likely  this 
summer,  and  prices  may  average  nearly  as  high  as  last  suLn-ner.     Barrows  and 
gilts  aversged  -I'lb-lS  at  b  markets  in  July -Sept ember  I96I. 

Stocks  of  pork  in  cold  storage  June  1  v/ere  2b  percent  a.bove  a  year 
earlier.     Larger  net  mthdrawals  from  storage  this  summer  than  last,  plus  some 
increase  in  beef  output,  probably  vd.ll  moderate  the  increase  in  hog  prices. 

The  seasonal  dovmturn  in  prices  probably  will  get  undervza^^  late  this 
summer.     But  it  is  not  expected  to  be  as  late  as  in  19^1;  when  prices  held  up 
well  through  September.     The  10-State  inventory  of  hogs  j^-b  months  old  June  1 
v.'-as  about  the  same  as  a  year  earlier.     Tlie  number  under  3  months  of  age  was  3 
percent  less  than  on  June  l,l9fc>l-     Hence,  slaughter  supplies  this  summer  \rill 
be  near  those  of  last  summer  but  marketings  this  fall  will  be  less  than  last 
fall,  tempering  the  seasonal  price  decline.     Prices  the  final  quarter  id.ll 
likely  average  as  high  or  a  little  above  those  in  October -Dec ember  I96I. 

During  I962  to  date,  average  market  weights  of  barrows  and  gilts  at  8 
Midwest  markets  have  been  up  to  3  poimds  lighter  than  in  the  same  months  a 
year  earlier,  but  the  average  liveweight  of  hogs  slaughtered  in  commercial 
plants  was  below  a  year  earlier  for  the  first  time  in  May.     Producers  probably 
wMl  feed  to  somewhat  heavier  weights  this  summer  and  fall  than  last,  consid- 
ering the  current  price  relationship  for  corn  and  hogs  and  expectations  that 
no  marked  change  in  price  level  seems  likely  during  the  rest  of  this  year. 

Price  Prospects  for 
Early  I963 

If  the  fall  pig  crop  is  only  1  percent  larger  than  the  I961  fall  crop, 
prospects  are  that  hog  prices  in  the  first  half  of  I963  will  average  slightly 
above  prices  the  first  half  of  this  year.     Pork  supplies  per  person  from  such 
a  crop  would  be  slightly  less  than  in  I962.    Beef  supplies  the  first  half  of 
1963  are  likely  to  be  larger,  but  not  sufficiently  so  to  depress  pork  prices. 


-  10  - 


JULY  1962 


One  of  the  olojectives  of  the  Pig  Crop  Report  is  to  simmarize  producers' 
plans,  giving  each  farmer  information  upon  vhich  to  base  production  and  mar- 
keting decisions.     Prospects  for  relatively  favorable  hog  prices  the  rest  of 
this  year,  and  the  slight  increase  planned  in  fall  farrowings  by  all  producers 
may  encourage  some  hog  raisers  to  revise  plans  upx-zard.     However,  since  the 
gestation  period  for  sows  is  nearly  k  months,  farmers  do  not  have  much  oppor- 
tunity for  making  changes  in  stated  intentions  for  fall  f arro^-rings . 

CATTLE 

Many  factors  affect  cattle  prices.     The  most  important  factor  generally 
is  the  rate  of  cattle  slaughter  and  beef  production.  However,  this  winter 
improved  demand  was  a  key  factor  in  bringing  the  price  of  Choice  slaughter 
steers  $2.00  above  last  year  by  the  end  of  winter. 

Beef  Produc ti on  Up,  Prices  Down 
in  Late -Spring  Period 

Cattle  slaughter  and  beef  production  this  spring  h've  followed  patterns 
similar  to  last  year.     Based  on  a  J+-week  moving  average  of  federally  inspected 
slaughter,  the  low  point  of  slaughter  this  year  occurred  the  first  week  of 
April  compared  vrith  a  low  point  the  third  week  of  March  a  year  ago.     The  lowest 
U-week  average  amounted  to  3^2,000  head  this  year.     It  was  552,000  head  ].ast 
year.     From  this  low  point,  the  ^-week  average  rate  of  slaughter  increased  to 
Uo6,000  head  in  June  last  year  as  well  as  for  this  June.    Therefore,  on  a 
percentage  basis,  the  increase  was  somewhat  greater  last  year  than  this  year. 
But,  considering  the  population  increase,  the  per  capita  rate  of  production 
was  lower  this  year,  compared  ^'H.th  last  year,  for  the  second  quarter. 

I'/holesale  carcass  prices  for  steer  beef  remained  relatively  stable  the 
first  h  months  of  this  year  compared  "^d.th  the  ■■3-25  drop  a  year  ago.     The  drop 
in  wholesale  prices  from  April  to  the  end  of  June  this  year  amounted  to  about 
$2.35  compared  T-rith  a  drop  of  about  the  comparable  period  a  year 

ago. 

The  price  of  Choice  slaughter  steers  rose  more  from  January  to  April 
than  would  have  been  expected  to  result  from  the  increase  in  wholesale  prices. 
Choice  steer  carcasses  averaged  y}hk.00  at  Chicago  in  April.     Based  on  a  61 
percent  yield.  Choice  slaughter  steers  would  be  \vnorth  about  'r}26.Qh  (0 . 6lx$Uif  .00) , 
assuming  that  byproduct  credits  just  offset  slaughtering  costs.     However,  Choice 
slaughter  steers  sold  out  of  first  hands  at  Chicago  averaged    27-^5  f'^^  the 
month  of  April . 

Byproduct  credit  probably  did  not  change  significantly  from  January  to 
April.     Some  of  the  edible  byproducts  rose  in  price  but  hides,  blood,  tallow, 
and  tankage  all  were  priced  lower  in  April  than  in  January.     The  decline  in 
availability  of  fed  steers  in  March  and  April  evidently  caused  packers  to 
bid  vigorously  for  livestock  and  to  narrow  their  slaughtering  margins. 
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The  drop  in  Choice  steer  prices  since  April  has  "been  consistent  with 
the  change  in  ^r^iolesale  prices.     Choice  steer  carcasses  averaged  $^1.35  at 
Chicago  at  the  end  of  June.    Again  assuming  a  6I  percent  dressing  yield, 
Choice  slaughter  steers  would  be  worth  $25.22  (O .6lx$4l .35) .     Choice  steers  sold 
for  $25-3^  in  the  comparable  period. 

Third -Quarter  Slaughter 
Likely  to  Increase 

Cattle  slaughter  increases  seasonally  from  the  second  quarter  to  the 
third.    Last  year  an  increase  in  ncnfed  cattle  slaughter  from  the  second  quar- 
ter to  third  was  partly  offset  by  a  decrease  in  marketings  of  fed  cattle .  Ihe 
opposite  is  expected  to  occur  this  year.    Both  fed  cattle  and  nonfed  cattle 
slaughter  likely  will  be  larger  in  the  third  quarter  than  for  the  April-June 
period. 

The  carryover  of  cattle  on  feed  in  26  States  from  the  April  1  inventory 
into  the  July  1  inventory  probably  will  be  about  k  percent  larger  than  last 
year.     In  addition  to  the  larger  carryover  of  cattle  on  feed,  placements  on 
feed  during  the  second  quarter  this  year  probably  will  be  up  somewhat  from 
1961.    Combined  placements  of  cattle  on  feed  in  Arizona  and  California  in  April 
and  May  were  k^^yOOO  head — up  I6  percent  from  the  ^30,000  head  placed  last  year 
in  these  2  months.    This  increase  was  due  entirely  to  the  larger  placements  in 
May_,  as  April  placements  in  California  were  down  this  year.    Shipments  of 
feedeV  cattle  and  calves  into  8  Corn  Belt  States  totaled  852,828  in  April  and 
May  this  year — up  20  percent  from  the  710,127  received  in  these  8  States  in  the 
comparable  period  last  year. 

Cow  Culling  Important 
In  Fall  Market  Picture 

An  important  factor  in  the  late- summer  and  fall  cattle  situation  will  be 
the  extent  of  cow  culling  this  year.     Cow  slaughter  has  been  low  for  k  years, 
as  cattle  numbers  have  been  built  up  since  inventory  reductions  during  1955-57- 
In  this  process  of  holding  cows  in  herds  "for  an  additional  calf,"  a  substan- 
tial number  of  aged  cows  have  been  accumulated.     The  level  of  slaughter  this 
fall  \<n.3-l  depend  to  a  large  extent  on  the  proportion  of  these  accumulated  aged 
cows  that  are  culled  and  sent  to  slaughter. 

At  the  present  time,  range  conditions  over  most  of  the  West  are  good, 
and  prospects  for  vdld  hay  production  have  been  improved  by  late-spring  rains. 
Therefore,  unless  weather  conditions  take  a  sudden  turn  for  the  worse,  there 
is  nothing  concerning  feed  and  forage  supplies  that  would  indicate  a  reduction 
in  cow  numbers.    Stocker-feeder  calf  prices  have  been  at  relatively  favorable 
levels  since  the  fall  of  I96O  and  probably  will  encourage  ranchers  to  hold  cows. 
If  so,  the  major  factor  determining  the  extent  of  culling  this  fall  will  be  the 
number  of  aged  cows  that  appear  to  be  too  great  a  risk  to  hold  for  another  calf. 

Federally  inspected  cow  slaughter  for  the  first  k  months  of  this  year 
was  sli^tly  below  a  year  earlier --which  \Ta.s  one  of  the  years  of  lowest  cow 
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Table    5.— Price  of  slaughter  cattle  per  100  pounds  at  Chicago, 
by  months,  I961  and  I962 


.  Steers 

sold  out 

of  first 

hands. 

:  Heifers, 

Choice 

Choice 

:  Standard 

•  gracie  (uu 

.Cows,  Cutter  grade 

Month 

.      l.y\Jd  . 

:    1962  : 

1961 

L>Oj.. 

JJO±. 

DOl. 

Dol. 

ijKJJL  » 

Dol. 

Dol. 

tTjiniiarv 

07   )l  0 

00  0^ 

dd .  jo 

23.07 

.  ou 

£:D  .OU 

14 .20 

Ik.  09 

PebTiiaiTV 

<::D  •  1  D 

do .  X  f 

dL*Od 

21.75 

PR 

Ik  .07 

15 .42 

March 

d^.  fO 

21.  2d 

Pk  ft7 

15.33 

15.85 

April 

25.05 

22.17 

21.05 

p6  46 

pk  c:4 

15  ^8 

l6  kk 

26.02 

23.^3 

21.38 

20.10 

15.39 

16.19 

June 

1/25.25 

22.45 

1/21.23 

20.24 

24.72 

22.92 

14.35 

16.41 

July- 

22.38 

20.35 

22.62 

14.68 

August 

24.13 

22.18 

23.11 

15.11 

September 

24.34 

22.05 

23.26 

14.32 

October 

24.55 

21.83 

23.31 

14.20 

November 

25.58 

22.64 

24.26 

13.91 

December 

26.13 

22.69 

25.01 

14.07 

Average 

24.65 

21.30 

24.13 

15.12 

1/  4-week  average. 
Data  compiled  from  Market  News,  Livestock  Division,  AMS. 


Table    6. — Price  of  feeder  and  stocker  cattle  per  100  pounds  at 
Kansas  City,  by  months,  I96I  and  I962 


Steers, 

500-800  lb. 

-.  Heifers, 

Choice  ! 

Steer  calves. 

Choice 

grade 

Month 

Choice  grade 

Good  grade 

.grade  500-750  lb.. 

300-500 

lb. 

1962 

:  1961 

:  1962  : 

1961 

;  1962  ; 

1961  : 

1962  ; 

1961  1/ 

Dol. 

Dol. 

Dol. 

Dol. 

Dol. 

Dol. 

Dol. 

Dol. 

January 

25.34 

25.86 

23.75 

24.09 

23.62 

23.42 

27.19 

27.44 

February 

26.03 

26.28 

23.91 

23.90 

24.00 

23.31 

28.70 

27.69 

March 

26.52 

26.51 

24.52 

24.11 

24.19 

23.47 

28.80 

28.11 

April 

26.68 

26.81 

24.78 

24.31 

24.26 

24.00 

29.50 

28.32 

May 

26.18 

26.25 

24.37 

23.85 

23.96 

23.93 

28.98 

28.35 

June 

26.31 

25.62 

24.66 

23.10 

23.94 

23.51 

28.96 

27.58 

July 

24.98 

22.86 

23.38 

26.96 

August 

25.66 

23.91 

23.57 

27.72 

September 

25.40 

23.45 

23.39 

27.86 

October 

25.35 

23.61 

23.12 

27.73 

November 

25.92 

24.32 

23.58 

28.00 

December 

25.68 

24.02 

23.50 

27.45 

Average 

25.86 

23.79 

23.52 

27.77 

X/  Data  for  19bl  quoted  as  Good  and  Choice. 


Data  compiled  from  Market  News,  Livestock  Division,  AMS. 
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slaughter  on  record.     However,,  cov7  slaughter  increased  in  May  and  was  more  in 
line  mth  I960  cow  slaughter^  a  year  in  -which  some  increase  in  culling  occurred. 
This  may  be  an  indication  that  cow  slaughter  "v/ill  start  to  exceed  year -earlier 
levels  for  the  remainder  of  the  year.    The  peak  period  of  cow  culling  and  slaug- 
ter  will  be  in  October  and  November. 

Prices  Expected  to  Drift  Lower 
This  Summer 

Cattle  prices  rose  sharply  in  August  last  year,  edged  upward  in  Sep- 
tember and  October,  and  rose  rapidly  during  Novemember  and  December.    A  diff- 
erent price  pattern  likely  will  result  this  year,  if  fed-cattle  marketings  in- 
crease in  the  third  quarter,  as  now  seems  likely.     Cattle  prices  probably  -^Till 
continue  to  edge  do^-Tnward  this  summer  to  a  fall  low.    Prices  at  the  low 
are  expected  to  average  some^-^hat  under  the  level  in  October  I96I.    Last  year, 
Choice  steers  at  Chicago  averaged  $2^-55  in  October.    However,  prices  are  not 
expected  to  go  as  low  as  they  did  in  July  \7hen  Choice  steers  averaged 

$22.38  at  Chicago. 

If  prices  do  decline  d-aring  the  summer  and  early  fall  as  expected,  then 
some  price  recovery  likely  will  get  underway  in  late  November  and  December. 
However,  the  amount  of  price  improvement  during  this  period  probably  vtIII  not 
be  sufficient  to  bring  the  I963  year  beginning  price  up  to  the  $26. 40  level 
at  vjhich  the  I962  market  opened. 


SHEEP  .\ND  LMmS 

By  the  end  of  I962  we  may  complete  a  sheep  production  cycle  that  began 
in  1957-     Sheep  numbers  started  to  increase  in  1957-    As  lambs  were  held  for 
flock  expansion,  lamb  prices  improved  and  sheep  numbers  were  increased  more. 
From  January  1,  1957?  "to  January  1,  19^0,  ewe  numbers  increased  7  percent. 
The  increase  in  lamb  production  from  the  larger  ewe  flocks,  and  lower  beef 
prices  in  I960,  resulted  in  a  sharp  drop  in  lamb  prices  and  terminated  the 
expansion.    As  producers  cut  back  the  number  of  ewe  lambs  held  for  replace- 
ment and  expansion,  lamb  prices  dropped  even  more.    The  net  result  ^-Tas  liq- 
uidation in  1961  and  the  first  quarter  of  I962. 

Now  it  appears  that  sheep  numbers  have  been  sufficiently  reduced  to 
bring  lamb  prices  up  to  a  more  favorable  level.    After  the  slaughter  of  fed 
lambs  and  old-crop  lambs  from  the  stock  sheep  inventory  tapered  off  in  March 
this  year,  lamb  prices  improved  considerably.    Commercial  slaughter  of  about 
l,k  million  head  this  May  was  10  percent  below  May  a  year  ago.    Prices  of 
spring  lambs  in  May  averaged  $^.00-5-00  above  a  year  earlier. 

Lamb  Slaughter  to  Continue 
Under  I96I 

The  number  of  ewes  on  farms  this  January  1  W3.s  do\m  about  k  percent  from 
a  year  earlier.    Therefore,  the  lamb  crop  this  year  likely  will  be  do-^m  about 
the  same  amount.    However,  the  number  of  ewes  lambing  early  (prior  to  March  l) 
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is  estimated  to  be  about  the  same  as  last  year.    Therefore,  the  entire 
reduction  in  this  year's  lamb  crop  likely  will  be  in  the  late  lamb  crop. 
These  lambs  will  be  the  source  of  supply  of  slaughter  lambs  during  the  late 
summer  and  fall  period. 

The  number  of  lambs  on  hand  January  1,  I962,  was  down  7  percent  from  the 
number  included  in  the  I961  year-beginning  inventory.    However,  the  lamb  crop 
for  i960  and  I961  were  about  the  same.    The  significance  is  that  a  larger 
proportion  of  the  I961  lamb  crop  was  sent  to  slaughter  in  I961.  Consequently, 
this  was  reflected  in  a  high  level  of  slaughter  last  year. 

Because  of  the  improvement  in  price  of  slaughter  lambs  this  spring, 
liquidation  of  sheep  numbers  probably  has  ended  and  producers  likely  will 
return  to  a  more  normal  rate  of  withholding  lambs  for  replacement  purposes. 
Therefore,  lamb  slaughter  during  the  late-summer  and  fall  period  likely  will 
be  below  last  year.    Reasons  for  this  are  the  reduction  in  size  of  the  late 
lamb  crop  and  a  slightly  larger  proportion  of  the  lamb  crop  held  back  for 
replacement  purposes. 

Seasonally  Lower  Lamb  Prices 
in  Prospect 

Lamb  slaughter  during  the  third  quarter  will  increase  seasonally  from 
the  low  level  maintained  during  May  and  June,  when  the  source  of  slaughter 
lambs  was  limited  almost  entirely  to  the  early-lamb  crop.    This  increase  in 
slaughter  will  bring  a  downturn  in  lamb  prices.    However,  slaughter  through 
the  summer  will  continue  under  a  year  ago,  and  prices  will  continue  appreci- 
ably above  the  low  levels  maintained  throughout  last  summer. 

Imports  Continue  Large 

The  relatively  favorable  price  situation  for  livestock  and  livestock 
products  in  the  United  States  in  May  maintained  imports  of  meat  and  livestock 
products  at  a  relatively  high  level.    Most  important  was  the  continued  high 
level  of  imports  of  fresh  and  frozen  beef  and  veal.    These  items  are  important 
not  only  in  terms  of  increases  over  a  year  earlier,  but  also  because  they 
represent  65  percent  of  the  total  imports  of  red  meat  in  the  first  5  months 
of  this  year. 

The  product  weight  basis  of  beef  and  veal  imports  in  the  first  5  months 
of  1962  amounted  to  33^.7  million  pounds--up  56  percent  from  the  21^.6  million 
pounds  imported  during  the  comparable  period  in  I961.    Although  pork  imports 
in  May  were  57  percent  greater  than  a  year  earlier,  imports  in  January- April 
were  up  only  16  percent.    The  net  increase  in  January-May  amounted  to  2k  per- 
cent.   Pork  accounted  for  only  I9  percent  of  total  red  meat  imports  in  the 
first  5  months  of  this  year. 
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Table  7«--Livestock  products:    United  States  imports  of 
selected  items,  May  I96I  and  I962, 
January- May  I961  and  I962,  with  percentage  change 

(Product  weight  basis) 


May 


J  anuary-May 


Commodity 

'  1961 

1962 

:    Per-  : 
:  centage : 
:  change  : 

1961  : 

1962  : 

centage 
change 

1,000 

jJO  UliU-b 

1,000 

pu  UliU-b 

1,000 
puuncLS 

1,000 
pounds 

Percent 

Red  meats: 

Fresh,  frozen,  canned, 
and  cured  beef  &  veal 
Other  meats  l/ 

1+1,635 

1,759 

51,1+48 
1,536 

+24 

-13 

203,298 
11,328 

324,390 
10,309 

+60 
-9 

Total  beef  and  veal 

1+3,391+ 

5^,981+ 

+22 

214,626 

+56 

Pork 

Mutton 

Lamb 

12,176 
^,290 

1,031+ 

19,095 
2,962 
1+32 

+57 

-31 
-58 

69,609 

21,468 
6,752 

86,498 
32,826 
5,152 

+24 
+53 

-24 

Total  red  meat 

60,894 

75,473 

+24 

312,455 

459,175 

Variety  meats 
Wool  (clean  basis): 

Dutiable 

Duty-free 

109 

7,682 

12,760 

129 

9,399 
9,990 

+18 

+22 
-20 

670 

39,268 
67,20c 

930 

57,367 
52,704 

+39 

+46 
-22 

Total  wool 

20,1+1+2 

19,389 

-5 

106,468 

110,071 

+3 

Hides  and  skins 
(1,000  pes.) : 

Cattle  and  buffalo 

Calf 

Kip 

Sheep  and  laimb 
Goat  and  kid 
Horse 
Pig 

Live  cattle  (number  2/) 


77 
46 

33 
2,648 
1,341 
46 
81 

59,128 


121 
54 

86 
3,386 
1,202 

63 


+57 
+17 
+161 
+28 
-10 
+37 


182  +125 
90,156  +52 


272 
148 
205 
13,738 
5,945 
142 
261 


677 

241 

314 

16,378 

6,888 
234 


+149 
■^3 

+53 
+19 
+16 

+65 

+210 


357,833    492,232  +38 


1/  Other  meat,  canned,  prepared,  or  preserved 
2/  Includes  cattle  for  breeding. 


Data  from  U.  S.  Department  of  Commerce 
Foreign  Agricultural  Service . 
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Lamb  imports  vere  below  year-earlier  levels  each  month  in  January-May, 
with  the  total  down  2k  percent  from  the  same  period  in  I96I.    On  the  other 
hand^  strong  demand  for  processing  meats  stimulated  imports  of  large  quantities 
of  mutton  this  year.    Mutton  imports  dropped  below  year-earlier  levels  in  May, 
but  were  still  more  than  double  the  imports  in  the  January-May  period  a  year  ago. 

On  a  carcass  weight  equivalent  basis,  imports  of  meat  since  January  1, 
1962,  have  been  up  sufficiently  to  provide  slightly  over  1  pound  more  meat  per 
person  than  a  year  earlier.    However,  the  increase  over  year-earlier  imports  is 
due  partly  to  impoi*ts  dropping  sharply  in  the  last  quarter  of  i960  and  the 
first  quarter  of  I961.    During  this  period,  increased  cow  slaughter  provided 
larger  domestic  supplies  of  processing  beef. 


in  Last  Half  of  I962 

If  imports  of  meat,  particularly  frozen  deboned  beef,  continue  at  the 
same  rate  during  June-December  as  in  January-May,  imports  in  the  last  7  months 
this  year  will  be  about  5  percent  larger  than  in  the  same  period  last  year. 
However,  imports  during  the  last  half  of  this  year  are  expected  to  drop  from 
current  high  rates  and  may  even  fall  below  year- earlier  levels  during  late 
summer  and  fall.    Therefore,  imports  in  calendar  I962  are  not  expected  to 
exceed  last  year  by  the  ^7  percent  margin  that  has  been  true  of  imports  so  far 
this  year.    In  fact,  imports  the  last  half  of  this  year  might  drop  sufficiently, 
so  that  imports  for  the  year  would  total  no  larger  than  in  I96I. 


1961  Cash  Receipts  Highest 
Since  19^ 

Cash  receipts  from  farm  marketings  of  meat  animals  in  I961  totaled 
$11.0  billion,  the  highest  since  I958  and  1^  percent  above  the  1950-5^  average. 
Receipts  for  meat  animals  amounted  to  3O.O  percent  of  total  cash  receipts, 
including  Government  payments . 

Cash  receipts  from  farm  marketings  of  dairy  products  were  3.6  percent 
above  i960,  while  those  from  poultry  and  eggs  were  down  about  3.O  percent. 
Compared  to  i960,  receipts  from  all  crops  were  up  k.Q  percent. 

In  1961,  livestock  and  livestock  products  accounted  for  52.9  percent  of 
total  cash  receipts  (including  Government  payments),  a  little  less  than  in 
recent  years .    Receipts  from  all  crops  also  accounted  for  a  smaller  percentage 
of  the  total,  declining  to  I+3.I  percent  last  year  from  ^3-5  percent  in  i960. 
Government  payments  paid  directly  to  f aimers,  on  the  other  hand,  increased 
from  2.0  percent  in  i960  to  k,0  percent  in  I961. 


FARM  CASH  RECEIPTS 
By  Donald  Seaborg 
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In  1961,  farm  marketings  of  cattle  were  up  a  little,  and  marketings  of 
calves  were  down  slightly  compared  to  I960.    The  average  price  per  pound  of 
cattle  marketed  last  year  was  about  the  same  as  in  the  previous  year,,  but  calf 
prices  averaged  about  80  cents  per  hundred  pounds  higher. 

Cash  receipts  for  cattle  and  calves  increased  from  ^7 »h  billion  in  I960 
to  $7»6  billion  in  19^1^  a  rise  of  2.5  percent.    The  improvement  over  I960 
reflects  larger  farm  marketings  of  cattle  and  higher  average  calf  prices  only 
partially  offset  by  slightly  lower  average  cattle  prices  and  smaller  market- 
ings of  calves . 

During  19^1^  farmers  received  almost  10  percent  more  in  cash  receipts 
for  hogs  than  in  i960.    Receipts  went  from  $2,869  million  in  i960  to  $3,1^1 
million  last  year.    This  was  noteworthy  in  that  farm  marketings  of  hogs  were 
about  the  same  in  I96I  as  in  I960,  but  hog  prices  averaged  more  than  $1.00  per 
hundred  pounds  higher  in  I96I  than  in  I96O. 

Cash  receipts  for  sheep  and  lambs  declined  from  $327  million  in  i960  to 
$301  million  in  I96I.     (This  was  the  third  consecutive  year  that  returns  for 
sheep  and  lambs  have  been  less  than  in  the  year  earlier.)    Farm  marketings  of 
both  sheep  and  lambs  in  I96I  were  above  a  year  earlier,  but  the  average  prices 
were  well  below  the  i960  averages . 

The  only  Government  payment  made  directly  to  livestock  producers  is  the 
wool- incentive  payment,  although  an  incentive  payment  also  is  authorized  for 
mohair.    But  mohair  prices  have  been  above  the  incentive  level,  and  no  direct 
payments  have  been  made.    Payments  to  farmers  for  wool  and  unshorn  lambs 
during  April  1960-March  I96I  totaled  about  $6o  million,  up  about  $5  million 
from  a  year  earlier.    Marketings  of  wool  were  about  the  same  in  the  I960 
marketing  year  as  in  the  previous  one,  but  prices  averaged  a  little  lower. 
Payments  were  made  to  bring  average  prices  to  the  62  cents  per  pound 
incentive  level.    Payments  on  lambs --computed  on  a  liveweight  basis--are  to 
compensate  for  the  value  of  their  wool.    The  price  of  shorn  wool  for  the  I96I 
marketing  year  averaged  ^2.9  cents  compared  to  ^2.0  cents  in  I96O.  The 
average  price  for  mohair  in  the  marketing  year  that  began  April  1,  I96I,  was 
85.6  cents,  down  from  89. 7  cents  in  I960.    The  incentive  level  for  wool  in 
the  1961  marketing  year  was  73  cents  per  pound. 


The  next  issue  of  the  Livestock  and  Meat  Situation 
is  scheduled  for  release  August  16,  I962. 
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Table    8. --Cash  receipts  from  farm  marketings  and  Governmeni 
with  percentage  distrihution,,  United  States, 
averages  1910-5^^  annual  3-958-61 


paymeni 


Govern-  : 

Total 

: Cattle 

: Sheep 

ment  ; 

±/ 

Total 

:  and 

:Hogs 

:  and 

payments : 

: calves 

; lamhs 

Mil. 

iMil. 

iMil. 

Mil. 

T^TlT'" 

Mil. 

dol. 

dol. 

dol. 

dol. 

dol. 

dol. 

Total 
cash 
receipts 
and 


Livestock  and  livestock  products 


Meat  animal 


Daily 
products 


Poultry 

and 
eggs  2/ 


All 
crops 


Govern- 
ment 
pay- 
ments 


5.929 
10,576 
9,801 

10,923 
6,1^90 
8,^73 
15.711 
27,282 

31,299 

3^,^95 

3^.705 
36,727 


2,9^8 
5,072 
^^,735 
5,797 
3,593 
^,577 
8,658 
1^,971 


1,688 
3,0^1^  1, 
2,3^3  1, 
2,889  1, 
1,615 
2,197  1, 
^,386  2, 

7,983  ^, 
9,6^9  5, 


901 
5^.'-o 
120 
382 
811 
17^ 
102 
1136 
771 


19,223  ll,0i^7  7,322 
18,856  10,952  7,83^ 
18,909  10,584  7,388 
19,415  11,015  7,573 


678 
1,3^3 
1,071 
1,296 
680 
856 
2,013 
3,178 
3,501 

3,367 
2,784 
2,869 
3,l4l 


109 
161 
152 
211 
124 
167 
271 
369 
377 

358 
334 
327 
301 


Iv'Iil. 

dol. 


628 
1,050 

1,346 
1,672 
1,204 
1,409 
2,290 
3,776 
4,216 

4,557 
4,6o4 
4,740 
4,911 


Mil. 
dol. 


479 
754 
912 
1,092 
687 
811 
1,748 
2,954 
3,278 

3,353 
2,982 
3,282 
3,183 


Ivlil, 
dol, 


2,981 
5,504 
5,066 
5,126 
2,782 
3,^17 
6,385 
11,857 
13,595 

14,182 
14,656 
15,103 
15,828 


Percentage  of  total 


Mil. 
dol, 


0 
0 
0 
0 

115 
479 

668 

454 
263 

1,090 
681 
693 

1,484 


Pet. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

Average : 

1910-14 

100.0 

49.7 

28.4 

15.2 

11.4 

1.8 

10.6 

8.1 

50.3 

0 

1915-19 

100.0 

48.0 

28.8 

14.6 

12.7 

1.5 

9.9 

7.1 

52.0 

0 

1920-24 

.  100.0 

48.3 

23.9 

11.4 

10.9 

1.6 

13.7 

9.3 

51.  r 

0 

1925-29 

100.0 

53.1 

26.5 

12.7 

11.9 

1.9 

15.3 

10.0 

46.9 

0 

1930-34 

100.0 

55.3 

24.9 

12.5 

10.5 

1.9 

18.5 

10.6 

42.9 

1.8 

1935-39 
191^0 -44 

100.0 

54.0 

25.9 

13.8 

10.1 

2,0 

16.6 

9.6 

40.3 

5.7 

100.0 

55.1 

27.9 

13.4 

12.8 

1.7 

14.6 

11.1 

4o.6 

4.3 

1945-49 

100.0 

54.9 

29.3 

16.3 

11.6 

1.4 

13.8 

10.8 

43.4 

1.7 

1950-54 

100.0 

55.7 

30.8 

18.4 

11.2 

1.2 

13.5 

10.5 

43.5 

.8 

1958 

:  100.0 

55.7 

32.0 

21.2 

9»6 

1.0 

13.2 

9.7 

41.1 

3.2 

1959 

:  100.0 

55.1 

32.0 

22.9 

8.1 

1.0 

13.5 

8.7 

42.9 

2.0 

i960 

:  100.0 

54.5 

30.5 

21.3 

8.3 

.9 

13.7 

9.5 

43.5 

2.0 

1961 

:  100.0 

52.9 

30.0 

20.6 

8.6 

.8 

13.4 

8.7 

43.1 

4.0 

•1/  Includes  wool. 

horses , 

miJLles, 

mohair 

,  honey, 

Lees 

wax,  bees. 

goats. 

rabbits 

and  fur  animals 

2/  Includes  ducks,  geese,  guineas,  pigeons,  quail,  pheassjits  and  turkey  hatching 
eggs. 
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WORLD  LIVESTOCK  SUMMARY 

By 

Guy  L.  Haviland^ 

World  Cattle  Nimbers  Up 
20  Million  Head  in  I962 

The  world's  estimated  cattle  and  buffalo  population  in  I962  is  1,035 
million  head,  20  million  more    than  a  year  earlier  and  125  million  more  than 
the  1951-55  average,  according  to  USDA*s  Foreign  Agricultural  Service. 
Increases  in  world  ni:mibers  in  the  past  9  years  were  equivalent  to  slightly 
more  than  total  numbers  in  the  United  States  and  Canada  as  of  January  1,  I962. 

This  substantial  increase  in  world  cattle  numbers  has  made  it  possible 
to  increase  beef  and  veal  production  I9  percent  over  the  1951-55  average  in 
the  ^1  major  meat -producing  countries.    The  upward  trend  in  world  cattle 
numbers  is  a  direct  response  to  generally  high  beef  prices,  increasing  demand, 
rising  population,  and  improving  standards  of  living. 

During  19^1,  cattle  numbers  increased  3  percent  in  North  America, 
Eastern  Europe,  and  Oceania.    Increases  were  2  percent  in  South  America  and 
Western  Europe,  and  about  1  percent  in  Asia.    Numbers  in  the  U.S.S.R,  on  last 
January  1  were  about  8  percent  higher  than  at  the  beginning  of  I96I.  Numbers 
in  Africa  increased  less  than  1  percent  during  I96I. 

On  January  1,  19^2,  world  cattle  and  buffalo  numbers  were  1^  percent 
above  the  I95I-55  average.    There  were  increases  in  all  major  areas,  ranging 
from  k-k  percent  in  the  U.S.S.R.  to  5  percent  in  Asia.    Numbers  in  South 
American  countries  increased  20  percent;  Western  Europe,  16  percent;  Oceania, 
15  percent;  North  America,  1^  percent;  Africa,  1^+  percent;  and  Eastern  Europe, 
12  percent. 

Ten  countries  each  have  more  than  20  million  head  of  cattle  and  together 
account  for  more  than  63  percent  of  the  world's  total.    Five  countries — India, 
United  States,  U.S.S.R.,  Brazil  and  China--each  have  60  million  or  more. 
Argentina  is  the  sixth  largest  with  kk  million.    Pakistan,  Mexico,  Ethiopia 
(including  Eritrea),  and  France  have  from  30  million  to  20  million. 


World  Hog  Numbers  Set 
Record  in  I962 


World  hog  numbers,  which  declined  slightly  during  i960,  reached  a  new 
record  high  of  ^85  million  head  in  January  I962.    The  total  was  k  percent 
above  Januaiy  I961  and  ^0  percent  higher  than  the  I95I-55  average.  There 
were  gains  in  all  areas  except  Oceania. 


■^Agricultural  Economist. 
Livestock  and  Meat  Products  Division,  FAS. 
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North  American  hog  numbers  increased  11  percent  during  I96I  and  on 
January  1,  19^2 were  5  percent  above  the  1951-55  average.    But  they  were 
still  below  the  peak  of  8O.8  million  head  on  January  1,  i960.    South  American 
numbers  continued  to  increase,  gaining  k  percent  during  I96I.    The  January  1, 
1962,  number  \ms  5^  percent  over  the  1951-55  average.    Numbers  in  Western 
Europe  rose  6  percent  during  19^1;  those  in  Eastern  Europe  1  percent. 

On  January  1,  19^2,  hog  numbers  in  the  Soviet  Union  were  I32  percent 
higher  than  the  1951-55  average;  there  was  a  I3  percent  increase  during  I96I. 
African  numbers  increased  less  than  1  percent  during  I96I;  however,  they 
were  25  percent  above  the  1951-55  average.    In  Asia,  hog  numbers  increased 
about  1  percent  during  I961  but  were  more  than    22  million  head  below  i960. 
Oceania  reported  a  k  percent  decrease  during  I96I,  but  numbers  were  2k-  percent 
above  the  1951-55  average. 

The  upward  trend  in  world  hog  numbers  is  accounted  for  by  favorable 
pork  prices  in  most  countries,  availability  of  large  supplies  of  relatively 
low-priced  feeds,  increased  demand  for  pork,  and  self-sufficiency  programs 
for  meat  in  many  South  American  and  European  countries . 

Seven  countries  each  have  more  than  10  million  head  of  hogs  and  account 
for  about  70  percent  of  the  world  total.    China,  U.S.S.R.,  United  States,  and 
Brazil  each  have  more  than  ^5  million  head.    Western  Germany  is  the  fifth 
largest  with  IT  million.    Poland  and  Mexico  also  are  major  producing  countries 
with  1^  million  and  11  million,  respectively. 


World  Sheep  Numbers  Increase 
1  Percent  During  I96I 

World  sheep  numbers  totaled  990  million  head  at  the  beginning  of  I962, 
11  million  above  January  1,  I96I,  but  1  million  below  the  peak  in  I960. 
Improved  pastures  in  the  major  producing  areas  were  a  major  factor  in  the 
increase  during  I96I.    The  increase  in  world  sheep  numbers — 1^2  million  head 
above  the  1951-55  average- -almost  eq.uals  sheep  numbers  in  Australia,  the 
world *s  largest  producer. 

The  majority  of  the  world *s  sheep  are  concentrated  in  a  relatively 
small  number  of  countries .    Fourteen  countries  have  more  than  20  million 
head  each  and  account  for  about  71  percent  of  the  total.    Australia  and  the 
U.S.S.R.,  each  with  more  than  135  million  head,  account  for  nearly  30  percent 
of  the  world  total.    Mainland  China,  New  Zealand,  Argentina,  the  Republic  of 
South  Africa,  and  India  each  have  more  than  hO  million  head.    Turkey  and  the 
United  States  each  have  more  than  30  million,  while  5  countries- -Spain,  Iran, 
Uruguay,  the  United  Kingdom,  and  Ethiopia- -each  have  more  than  20  million. 
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Table    9.— Cattle  and  buffalo:    Estimated  world  total  by  continent  or  area, 
average  1951-55,  annual  1959-62 


Average 

1959 

!  i960 

!  1961  1/ 

1962  1/ 

Percentage  change 
in  1962  from  - 

Continent 

1951-55 

1951-55  ; 

1961 

Mil.  head 

Mil.  head 

Mil.  head 

Mil.  head 

Mil.  head 

Percent 

Percent 

North  America 
South  America 

129.8 
li+O.l 

138.1 
157.1+ 

II+2.I+ 
162.1 

11+3.5 
166.3 

11+8.1 
168.8 

+11+ 
+20 

+3 
+2 

Europe : 
Western 
Eastern 

73.3 
29.7 

78.1 
30  .2 

80.9 
31.1 

83.1+ 
32.1+ 

85.2 
33-k 

+16 
+12 

+2 
+3 

Total  Europe 

102.9 

108.3 

112.0 

115.8 

118.6 

+15 

+2 

U.S.S.R. 

Africa 

Asia 

Oceania 

57.0 
103.3 
355.5 

21.1 

70.8 
112.1+ 
373.7 

22,5 

7I+.2 
117.8 
375.7 

22.8 

75.8 
118.2 
371.8 

23.6 

82.1 
118.6 
37^+.  8 

2I+.3 

4^1+ 
+11+ 
+5 
+15 

+8 

2/ 
+1 
+3 

Total  World 

910.2 

983.2 

1,007.0 

1,015.0 

1,035-3 

+lk 

+2 

1/  Preliminary.     2/  Less  than  O.5  percent. 


Table  10. --Hogs:    Estimated  world  total  by  continent  or  area,  average  1951-55,  annual  I959-62 


Continent 

Average 

:  1959 

!  i960 

;    1961  1/ 

1962  1/ 

•        Percentage  change 
:            in  1962  from  - 

1951-55 

:    1951-55  ; 

1961 

1,000  head 

1,000  head 

1,000  head 

1,000  head 

1,000  head 

Percent 

Percent 

North  America 
South  America 
Europe 

V/estern 

Eastern 

71,780 
1+1,560 

51,1+80 
35,360 

80,1+80 
58,100 

59,275 
1+2, 060 

80,810 
60,330 

61,095 
i+l+,830 

76,500 
61,680 

62,860 
1+6,070 

79,980 
61+,  070 

66,51+0 
1+6,71+0 

+11 
+5i+ 

+29 
+32 

+5 
+4 

46 

+1 

Total  Europe 

86,81+0 

101,335 

105,935 

108,930 

113,280 

+30 

-M+ 

U.S.S.R. 

Africa 

Asia 

Oceania 

28,720 
1+,120 
112,270 
1,950 

1+8,700 
i+,335 
166,309 
2,222 

53,^00 
5,155 
166,500 
2,31+0 

58,700 
5,150 
152,790 
2,510 

66,600 
5,160 
153,720 
2,1+20 

+132 
+25 
+37 
+21+ 

+13 

2/ 
+1 
-1+ 

Total  World 

31+7,21+0 

1+61,1+80 

l+7l+,l+6o 

1+66,300 

1+85,200 

+1+0 

44 

1/  Preliminary.       2/  Less  than  O.5  percent. 


Table  11. --Sheep:    Number  in  specified  countries,  average  I95I-55,  annual  I959-62 


Continent 

Average 

:  1959 

:  i960 

:  1961  1/ 

'.   1962 1/  ; 

Percentage 
in  1962 

change 
from  - 

1951-55 

1951-55  '; 

1961 

1,000  head 

1,000  head 

1,000  head 

1,000  head 

1,000  head 

Percent 

Percent 

North  America 
South  America 
Europe 

Western 

Eastern 

38,990 
121,310 

78,575 
38,850 

1+0,560 
123,220 

79,235 
1+0,960 

1+1,1+1+0 
122,520 

81,205 
1+1,91+0 

1+1,110 
122,620 

81,750 
1+1,670 

39,730 
123,650 

82,220 
1+2,960 

+2 
+2 

+5 
+11 

-3 
+1 

+1 
+3 

Total  Europe 

117,1+20 

120,200 

123,150 

123,1+20 

125,180 

+7 

+1 

U.S.S.R. 

Africa 

Asia 

Oceania 

92,200 
13l+,l+10 
l8i+,230 
159,530 

129,900 
11+7,730 
216,170 
199,575 

136,100 
150,120 
215,850 
202,320 

132,900 
150,200 
207,590 
201,11+0 

137,000 
151,700 
209,290 
203,960 

+1+9 
+13 
+11+ 
+28 

+3 
+1 
+1 

+1 

Total  World 

81+8,100 

977,^+00 

991,500 

979,000 

990,500 

+17 

+1 

1/  Preliminary. 

Foreign  Agricultural  Service . 
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During  19^1,  sheep  numbers  increased  3  percent  in  Eastern  Europe  and  in 
the  Soviet  Union.    Numbers  in  South  America,  Western  Europe,  Africa,  Asia, 
and  Oceania  increased  about  1  percent.    North  American  numbers,  however, 
declined  3  percent  during  I96I. 

There  has  been  an  increase  in  world  sheep  numbers  (by  major  geographic 
areas)  since  1951-55^  ranging  from  ^9  percent  in  the  U.S.S.R.  to  2  percent  in 
North  America  and  South  America.    Numbers  in  Oceania  increased  28  percent; 
Asia  1^1-  percent;  Africa  I3  percent;  Eastern  Europe  11  percent;  and  Western 
Europe  5  percent. 


USDA  Ends  Purchases  of  Lard 
and  Canned  Chopped  Meat 

On  May  9,  USDA  terminated  the  current  lard  purchase  program.    The  lard, 
bought  with  funds  provided  under  Sec.  32,  Public  Law  32O,  is  being  distri- 
buted to  schools,  institutions,  and  needy  families.    Supplies  acquired  are 
ample  to  fill  present  needs  of  these  outlets .    Total  purchases  for  the  fiscal 
year,  ended  June  30^  came  to  119.^  million  pounds  at  a  cost  of  $li+.3  million. 

Purchases  of  canned  chopped  meat  ended  May  3I.    Supplies  on  hand  will 
be  adequate  to  meet  present  requirements  for  distribution  to  needy  families . 
A  total  of  $64.9  million  ^Tas  spent  under  Sec.  32,  Public  Law  320,  for  I63.O 
million  pounds  in  the  fiscal  year. 
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Supply  and  distribution  of  meat,  by  months,  January  I962  to  date 


Commercially  produced 

Total  2/ 

Supply 

Distribution 

Civilian 

Meat  and 
period 

Civilian 

:  consumption 

:  Begin- 
:  ning 
:  stocks 

Exports 

Ending 
stocks 

consumption 

Produc- 

Produc- 
tion 

: Imports 

and 
shipnents 

.Ivlilitary: 

Total 

.'  Per 

! person  1/ 

tion 

]  Total 

:  Per 
:  person 

Mil. 
lb. 

Mil. 
lb. 

Mil. 
lb. 

Mil. 
lb. 

Mil. 
lb. 

Mil. 
lb. 

Mil. 
lb. 

Lb. 

Mil. 
lb. 

Ml. 
lb. 

Lb. 

Beef: 

January 

February 

March 

1,327 

1,110 

1,232 

200 
I8I1 

169 

99 
73 
11+6 

1+ 
1+ 
1+ 

I8I+ 
169 
172 

30 
28 

1,1+08 
1,166 
1,3^0 

7.7 
6.1+ 

7A 

1st  quarter 

3,669 

200 

31B 

12 

172 

3,91^ 

21.5 

3/22 

April 

May 

June 

1,11+0 

1,313 

172 
163 

93 
78 

1+ 

163 
li+2 

29 
32 

1,209 

6.6 

2nd  quarter 

Veal: 

January 

February 

March 

82 

68 
77 

11 

9 
8 

1 

2 
2 

^; 

9 
8 
8 

3 

2 

2 

81 

69 
77 

.5 
.1+ 
.U 

1st  qviarter 

227 

11 

5 

1 

8 

7 

227 

1.3 

3/1 A 

April 

Kay 

June 

70 
78 

8 
8 

2 
2 

y 

8 
7 

1+ 
1+ 

68 

.1+ 

2nd  quarter 

Lamb  and 
mutton: 

January 

February 

March 

77 

66 
68 

18 

16 
16 

20 
6 
27 

5/ 
1 

16 
16 
18 

5/ 

99 
72 
92 

.5 
.1+ 
•5 

1st  quarter 

211 

18 

53 

1 

18 

y 

263 

1.1+ 

April 

May 

June 

66 

18 
19 

11 
6 

y 

19 
18 

y 
y 

76 

.1+ 

2nd  q\iarter 

Pork: 

Janmry 

1,016 
865 
1,010 

200 
210 
235 

18 
16 

20 

10 
9 
10 

210 
235 
280 

17 
18 
18 

997 
829 
957 

5.5 
1+.6 

5.3 

1st  quarter 

2,891 

200 

5U 

29 

280 

53 

2,783 

15.3 

3/16 

April 

May 

June 

932 
965 

280 
316 

17 

20 

11 

316 
338 

17 
19 

885 

k.9 

2nd  quarter 

All  meat: 

January 

February 

March 

2,502 
2,109 
2,387 

1+29 
1+19 
1+28 

138 

97 
195 

15 
13 
15 

1+19 
i+28 
1+78 

50 
1+8 
51 

2,585 
2,136 
2,1+66 

1I+.2 
11.7 
13.5 

1st  quarter 

6,998 

1+29 

i+3C 

U3 

1+78 

11+9 

7,187 

39.5 

3/1+1 

April 

May 

June 

2,208 
2,U21 

1+76 

506 

123 

106 

15 

506 
505 

50 

2,238 

12.3 

2nd  quarter 

1/  Derived  from  estimates  by  months  of  population  eating  out  of  civilian  food  supplies. 
2/  Includes  production  and  consumption  from  farm  slaughter. 
3/  Estimated. 

y  Less  than  500,000  ix5unds . 
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Selected  price  statistics  for  meat  animals  and  meat 


Item 

Unit 

1961 

1962 

May  : 

June 

:  April 

:  May 

:  J\ine 

Cattle  ^d  caives 

Beef  steers,  slaughter 

Dollars  per 

100  pounds 

25.16 

23. 

30.11+ 

28.32 

do. 

23A3 

22.^^5 

27.i^5 

26.02 

do. 

22.07 

21.65 

23. kh 

2I+.33 

do. 

20.10 

20.21^ 

22. n 

21.38 

do. 





— 



do. 

18.89 

19.03 

19.96 

19. 61+ 

do. 

23.09 

22.30 

26.80 

25.62 

do. 

21.83 

21.24- 

25.16 

2U.13 

do. 

21.98 

21.32 

25.27 

2^.31 

23.77 

Cows,  Chicago 

do. 

16.71 

16.36 

16.76 

16.50 

16.90 

do. 

16.53 

16.52 

16.06 

15.91 

16.1+2 

do. 

16.19 

16.1+1 

15.38 

15.39 

13. 9h 

do. 

li4-.6o 

15  .19 

13.89 

13.76 

II+.35 

do. 

29. 5^+ 

do. 

23.06 

21.81 

25.11 

2I+.18 

23.23 

Price  received  by  farmers 

do. 

19.70 

19.1^-0 

21.10 

21.10 

20.80 

do. 

15.00 

15.00 

11+.70 

II+.60 

II+.80 

do. 

21.60 

21.13 

23.80 

23.50 

23.10 

do. 

23.60 

23.10 

25. iK) 

25.20 

2I+.8O 

Hogs 

BarrovB  and  gilts,  U.  S.  No.  1,  2  8s  3,  Chicsigo 

do. 

17.25 

17-35 







do. 

17.28 

17.52 

16.56 

16.22 

17.76 

do. 

16.91 

17.25 

16.32 

15.96 

17.1+9 

do. 

16. ko 

16  7? 

15.91 

15.  Uo 

16.92 

do. 

16.57 

16. 7i^ 

I6.0I+ 

15. 61+ 

16.93 

do. 

16.37 

16.60 

15.81 

15.51 

i6:g7 

do. 

1-  ,cs 

13.58 

I3.I4J+ 

13.19 

13. 81+ 

do. 

16.10 

15.80 

15.14-0 

15.30 

16.10 

Hog-com  price  ratio  3/ 

1^.7 

15.0 

11+. Ij- 

13.6 

15.8 

15.3 

15.6 

1I+.9 

15.6 

Sheep  and  lambs 

Dollars  per 

Sheep 

100  po\mds 

Slaughter  ewes.  Good  and  Choice,  Chicsigo  .... 

do. 

5.09 

^+.57 

I+/5.2I 

k/k.30 

I+/1+.50 

do. 

5.35 

^.80 

5.99 

5.51 

5.1+ii 

Leunb 

do. 

2/15.31 

19.58 

18.19 

5/17.88 

23.30 

do. 

ll+.OU 

1*^.95 

6/16.08 

6/16,00 

do. 

15.50 

15.90 

16.60 

17.30 

19.50 

All  meat  animals 

Index  nuuiber  price  received  by  farmers 

292 

287 

303 

303 

305 

Meat 

Wholesale,  Chicago 

Dollars  per 

Steer  beef  carcass,  Choice,  50O-60O  potmds 

100  pounds 

39.hh 

38.00 

i+i+.OO 

1+2.98 

1+1.81+ 

do. 

36.32 

1+0.08 

38.50 

1+0.80 

50.31 

Composite  hog  products: 

Including  lard 

Dollars 

18.67 

18. iK) 

17.61 

17.3*^ 

do. 

25-97 

25.59 

2I+.I+9 

2I+.12 

do. 

22.00 

22.02 

21.26 

21.36 

do. 

30.98 

31.01 

29.9I+ 

30.08 

Excluding  lard 

do. 

19.72 

19.89 

19.13 

19.20 

do. 

35.22 

35.52 

3^.17 

3I+.29 

Retail,  United  States  average 

Cents 

per  pound 

79.^ 

77.3 

81.1 

do. 

57.9 

57.9 

57.9 

do. 

61^.0 

65.0 

66.5 

Index  number  meat  prices  (BLS) 

92.0 

91.2 

93.7 

93-9 

99.7 

98.8 

ICO.  7 

100.2 

1/  Average  all  weights  and  grades. 

2/  Chicago,  St.  Louis  N.  S.  Y. ,  Kansas  City,  Omaha,  Sioux  City,  S.  St.  Joseph,  S.  St.  Paul,  and  Indianapolis. 

3/  Number  bushels  of  com  equivalent  in  value  to  100  pcrunds  of  live  hogs. 

y  Good  grade. 

5/  Shorn . 

oj  Choice  grade. 

7/  Includes  beef  and  veal,  pork,  leg  of  lamb  and  other  meats. 
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Selected  marketing,  sla\Jghter  and  stocks  statistics  for  meat  animals  and  meat 


Item 

'.  Unit 
: 

1961 

1962 

May 

:  June 

:  April 

:  May 

:  June 

Meat  animal  marketings 

135 

127 

1^5 

Stocker  and  feeder  shipments  to 

; 

: 

8  Com  Belt  States 

:  1,000 

339 

27^ 

1+21 

1+32 

212 

11+2 

100 

189 

Slaughter  \inder  Federal  inspection 

: 
: 

Number  slaiaghtered 

: 

1,785 

1,522 

1,766 

1,01+2 

1,057 

921+ 

1,063 

389 

380 

307 

350 

296 

325 

271+ 

330 

26 

23 

17 

23 

381 

361+ 

383 

398 

1,358 

1,252 

1,173 

1,197 

5,597 

5,093 

5,672 

5,800 

9 

13 

6 

8 

Average  live  weight  per  head 

: 

1,0U6 

l,0i+2 

l,0i+l 

1,038 

228 

23I+ 

20I+ 

220 

98 

91+ 

100 

97 

2k6 

252 

21+1 

2I+6 

Average  production 

613 

609 

601+ 

602 

128 

132 

116 

125 

U8 

i+6 

1^7 

li;2 

li+3 

1U5 

Pork,  per  100  poxands  live  veight  . . . 

..:  do. 

58 

57 

59 

59 

35 

36 

31 

32 

lard,  per  100  pounds  live  veight  . . . 

..:  do. 

13 

13 

T'ri+^  1    "m'V^flnr»+*i  on 

♦  Mil  H  nn 

1,072 

1,085 

916 

1,061 

1+8 

i+8 

1+1+ 

50 

65 

57 

57 

56 

793 

729 

808 

838 

193 

181+ 

176 

186 

Commercial  slaughter  l/ 

: 
: 

Nvmher  slaughtered 

:  1,000 

2,2l+l 

2,268 

1,959 

2,256 

589 

568 

565 

58I+ 

1,550 

1,1+1+1+ 

1,357 

1,391 

6,589 

6,750 

Total  production 

:  Million 

1,321 

1,333 

l,ll+0 

1,313 

79 

79 

70 

78 

75 

66 

66 

65 

923 

8  51+ 

932 

965 

216 

205 

197 

208 

Cold  storage  stocks  first  of  month 

15U 

153 

172 

163 

II+2 

12 

11 

8 

8 

7 

22 

21+ 

18 

19 

18 

270 

269 

280 

316 

338 

529 

523 

552 

579 

583 

1/  Federal  1  y  inspected,  and  other  wholesaJ.e  and  retail. 

2/  Incl\ades  stocks  of  canned  meats  in  cooler  in  addition  to  the  four  meats  listed. 
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